Poll: Meaningful use driving spending in 2010
ATLANTA –  The discoveries of the 21st Annual Healthcare Information and Management Systems Society (HIMSS) Leadership Survey reveal encouraging findings in the year ahead, indicating growth in health IT spending as physicians strive to meet the legislator’s meaningful use guidelines.

The poll, which comes on the end of the successful HIMSS10 conference and meetings in Atlanta, reveals that large numbers of hospitals and doctors, perhaps extremely inspired by the recovering economy, plan to boost their operating expenses in order to meet the guidelines for financial incentives outlined by the ARRA. 
Of the 398 surveyed, 72 percent responded that they will expect their IT budgets to multiply. In 2009, just 55 percent of the people surveyed could say they expected the increase in the budget. More importantly, almost 50 percent of those surveyed who said they expect their budgets would multiply in 2010 responded that meaningful use would be a major factor. 

Another important percentage was the 42 percent of poll that said meeting meaningful use guidelines was their "single IT priority" for 2010 and 2011. When surveyed to classify their practice’s main clinical IT focal point, 35 percent responded it would be to make certain their practice has a fully implemented electronic medical record (EMR) solution in up and running, and 27 percent responded they would be focusing on implementing a computerized provider order entry (CPOE) system. 
Barry P. Chaiken, MD, HIMSS board chair, who headed up the annual HIMSS conference, was quoted to say, "Many healthcare executives are paying attention to the improving financial picture, evaluating their systems and starting to make investments. A year ago, spending was down and hospitals were feeling pressure, but the stabilizing of the economy and the ARRA meaningful use provision has provided an incentive for making healthcare IT investments." 
The influence of meaningful use guidelines were found in other responses as well. 38 percent surveyed named government regulations as the trade issue they felt would have the greatest influence on healthcare in 2010 and 2011; in 2009 that figure was just six percent. 
Other conclusions from the HIMMS Leadership Survey:

· Sixty-six percent of practices reported plans to boost  the amount of IT employees 
· Forty-eight percent surveyed responded they have a fully implemented Electronic Medical Record in at least one location, compared to 41 percent in 2009.
· Twenty-two percent surveyed  they have a fully functional EMR in their entire organization, up from 17 percent in 2009
· Thirty-two percent have started the installation process of EMR in at least one location 
· Twenty-four percent said lack of financials would be the greatest barrier to prosperous healthcare IT installation at their practice
